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formation, among others, from Nomptoc,1 master of his
finances, and president of the senate, who secretly hated
Lelop-Aw, the minister, and likewise from Ramneh,2 a
most eminent senator; who, despairing to do any good
with the father, had, with great industry, skill, and decency,
used his endeavour to instil good principles into the young
prince.

Upon the news of the former emperor's death, a grand
council was summoned of course, where little passed besides
directing the ceremony of proclaiming the successor But,
in some days after, the new emperor having consulted with
those persons in whom he could chiefly confide, and maturely
considered in his own mind the present state of his affairs,
as well as the disposition of his people, convoked another
assembly of his council j wherein, after some time spent in
general business, suitable to the present emergency, he
directed Lelop-Aw to give him, in as short terms as he con-
veniently could, an account of the nation's debts, of his
management in the senate, and his negotiations with foreign
courts . Which that minister having delivered, according to
his usual manner, with much assurance and little satisfac-
tion, the emperor desired to be fully satisfied in the follow-
ing particulars

Whether thg vast expense of choosing such members into
the senate, as would be content to do the public business,
were absolutely necessary ?

Whether those members, thus chosen in, would cross
and impede the necessary course of affairs, unless they
were supplied with great sums of money, and continued
pensions ?

Whether the same corruption and perverseness were to
be expected from the nobles ?

Whether the empire of Japan were in so low a con-
dition, that the imperial envoys, at foreign courts, must
be forced to purchase alliances, or prevent a war, by im-
mense bribes, given to the ministers of all the neighbouring
princes ?

Why the debts of the empire were so prodigiously ad-
vanced, in a peace of twelve years at home and abroad ?

1  Sir Spencer Compton, Speaker of the House of Commons.    [S.]

2  Sir Thomas Hanrner.    [S.]